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PUBLIC QUESTIONS TO CABINET MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Council Meeting – 25th November, 2021 
 
Question:  1. 
From:   Mr M S - Barnsley 
 
Response by: Councillor Cheetham (Cabinet Spokesperson for Place 

(Regeneration and Culture)) 
Councillor Gardiner (Cabinet Spokesperson for Core 
Services) 

 
 

Question: 

Given the original budget for the town centre was £36m with a £15m contingency, 

an assurance from the leader of the council that the £50m Better Barnsley 

regeneration would not go over budget I would like a full explanation of why the 

town centre is now over budget by at least £150m, details of the loans, contracts 

and agreements with companies. 

 

Information for response: 

The original budget for The Glass Works, including the Market and Metropolitan 

Centre redevelopment, was £120 million. This estimate was made in 2016. Since 

then, the scheme has been redesigned and reimagined, mainly in response to the 

changing economic landscape to ensure the long-term success of the 

development. 

Members will be aware that The Glass Works square opened to a huge 

celebration on 9 September and footfall in the town centre and sales from The 

Glass Works businesses have been buoyant. The scheme is projected to be 90 

per cent let by Spring 2022 and is already playing a key role in revitalising our 

whole town centre. 

 

 



MASTER COPY 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS TO CABINET MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Council Meeting – 25th November, 2021 
 
Question:  2. 
From:   Mr M S - Barnsley 
Response by: Councillor Gardiner (Cabinet Member for Core Services) 
 

Question: 

How does the secrecy and refusal to not engage with the public let alone have 

meaningful consultations, sit alongside the code of conduct - selflessness, 

integrity, objectivity, accountability, openness, honesty and leadership - this 

council has to adhere to? Does the public ALWAYS have to submit complaints to 

the ombudsman?   

Information for response:  

In reply, it would perhaps have helped if a specific instances had been referenced 

so the Council might provide an objective response to this fundamentally important 

question relating to the Council’s transparency of decision making and adherence 

to its Corporate Code of Conduct. 

It is certainly not the case that the Council refuses to engage with its residents and 

communities in its decision-making processes. There are a range of mediums 

through which the Council actively engage with residents and communities and 

people are encouraged to make known their views.  

All elected Members are required to conform to the Council’s own Corporate Code 

of Conduct and robust procedures are in place to investigate where this is deemed 

to have not happened. 

Thankfully, and reassuringly, the number of cases taken up by the Ombudsman 

are relatively few in number, however where instances of poor practice are 

highlighted, the Council will look to improve measures to ensure wherever possible 

such instances do not occur again. 
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PUBLIC QUESTIONS TO CABINET MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Council Meeting – 25th November, 2021 
 
Question:  3. 
From:   Mr M W - Worsbrough 
Response by: Councillor Lamb (Cabinet Spokesperson for Place 

(Environment and Transportation)) 
Councillor Cheetham (Cabinet Spokesperson for Place 
(Regeneration and Culture)) 

 
 

Question: 

What is Barnsley MBC doing to protect the residents of adjacent properties from the 

development in Worsbrough Park. The issues include loss of ancient woodland, reduced 

housing prices, loss in trust of the planning process 

Information for response: 

The Council has taken enforcement action at the site in relation to several 

breaches of planning control. This action is ongoing, and this note is to provide an 

updated position to elected members regarding ongoing concerns relating to 

unauthorised development and activity. 

Our approach to enforcing breaches of planning control is to take appropriate and 

robust action wherever possible.  

To date, an injunction and a number of temporary stop notices, stop notices and 

enforcement notices have been issued at the site alongside some direct action 

which has been taken to restrict unauthorised access through the installation of 

concrete blocks.  

A chronology of action taken is below: 

 Spring 2017 – Injunction granted relating to unauthorised works and 
removal of protected trees by previous landowner 

 22 December 2017 - Enforcement Notice issued for unauthorised 
formation and layout of means of access onto a classified road and 
creation of parking areas. 

 21 June 2018 - Stop notice issued in relation to the above to prevent 
continued works/unauthorised access. 

 26 June 2018 – Updated Tree Preservation Order 1/2018 confirmed by 
Planning Board  

 29 November 2018 – Appeal against enforcement and stop notices 
dismissed on appeal. Land subject to sale and land registration process 
to identify owners. Previous notices and appeal displayed at the site. 

 6 March 2020 - Enforcement notice and stop notices issued in relation to 
the material change of use of land for the siting of a caravan for human 
habitation, storage of horseboxes, vehicles, plant, equipment, 
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machinery, the laying of hardstanding and erection of walls, fencing and 
boundary gates to facilitate the unauthorised use over a number of 
unauthorised vehicular crossings on woodland which is covered by Tree 
Preservation Orders. 

 15 April 2020 - Part retrospective planning application relating to the 
above refused. 

 May 2020 - Installation of concrete blocks by Council over access points 
to prevent vehicular access/further unauthorised development. 

 23 June 2021 - Enforcement appeal (against the notice dated 6 March 
2020 and the refusal of planning permission dated 15 April 2020) 
dismissed but temporary planning permission granted for 3 years 
subject to conditions.  

 23 July 2021 - Judicial review lodged with the high court against the 
decision to grant temporary planning permission 

 9 July 2021 - Temporary stop notice issued relating to importation and 
laying of aggregate, rubble, hardcore and other material and the use of 
heavy plant and machinery to re‐purpose the land 

 1 October 2021 - Temporary stop notice issued in relation to 
construction of a stone and block outbuilding.  

 

Officers are now looking at all options including issuing further notices (or via 

injunction) to seek the removal of the recently constructed utility block and 

cessation of all commercial activity including horseboxes storage.  

We are hopeful to have progress on the Judicial review application within the near 

future, but this is subject to the court’s assessment of our application as to whether 

it will progress.   

We are also looking at prosecution action for breaches of the temporary stop 

notice and possibly other direct action or injunctive action if appropriate. 

 

 


